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The Photo Album -   

A photo sent in by Ian Dewar. The wreckage of a Hawker Hart bi-plane (Ser.no: 
2455) of 24 (Communications) Squadron, RAF - crashed on the esplanade at 
Scarborough at 12.30pm of 8th August 1938.The annotation on the reverse includes 
the detail: Pilot P/O McMonnies and passenger, Air/Commodore G. Bromet.  

Front Cover feature is a collage of photos found by Mr John Healy in a book shop in Winchester, all 

with a XXIV connection. 

K2455's sister aircraft, K2456 was also modified to carry The Passenger "in more 
comfort" during communications work.  
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All of the armed forces are very much in the news this year, the 
70th Anniversary of the D Day Landings and 100 years since 
the start of World War One. This is a good lead up to our own 
100th Anniversary on September 1st 2015.  

 

Preparations are of course under way with the Squadron taking 
the lead on such an historic event. The Association is as much a 
part of what is being planned and is being consulted on its views 
and ideas. With that in mind, do take the opportunity as you 
read this Newsletter to also have your say and say it EARLY 
rather than later.  

 

We have nearly 200 Members, who can at the click of a mouse 
make their views known. Our long term planning is on track, with 
£1,000 now saved and earmarked  for the Centenary Fund. You 
do not need to be at the AGM, just be part of this unique event. 

Editorial 

Reunion Report  
for 

Sat 5th Oct 2013 @ RAF 
Brize Norton 

 
For all of you not able to 
attend the Reunion, this 
article is a belated 
attempt to give you a bit 
of a feel of what 
happened on the day.  
 
The omens were working in 
our favour as Association 
Members, family and friends 
gathered in a warm and 
sunny Mess Ante room at 
Brize Norton for the 2013 
AGM and Reunion. With 
plenty to chat about and 
catch up on, around 55 of us 
had a busy programme 
planned out before us to look 
forward to. 
 
While the AGM was in 
progress next door, a flurry 
of raffle ticket selling was 
taking place, with  much 
appreciated for Sam Wright. 
This was no doubt helped 

The 98th Anniversary Reunion 

along by an equally bumper 
response for prize donations. 
The result was a magnificent 
sum of £202 to Association 
funds. 
 
Once the AGM had drawn to a 
close (a most productive 60 
minutes), we regrouped for an 
enlightening update on what 
XXIV Squadron had been 
involved in since our last meet 
up. Wing Commander Doz 
James had taken over from 
Tim Jones shortly after our 
2013 Reunion and this was his 
first opportunity for us to be 
introduced. With Brize now the 
base for around 6,500 military 
and civilian personnel, he set 
the scene for how the 
Squadron fitted into this large 
air transport hub. 
 
With 47 Squadron covering low 
level sorties flying the last of 
the C130k's and 30 Squadron 
the  route  dut ies and 
Afghanistan operations using 
C130J's, this left XXIV with the 
huge and wide ranging role as 
the Air Mobility OCU. This 
involves training all the aircrew 

Editor  Still Wanted 
 
To allow the current Editor to 
concentrate on the Association 
Web Site’s development, the 
job of Newsletter Editor is up 
for grabs. Ideally suit anyone 
with reasonable IT skills, e-mail 
access and keen on Aviation re-
search. You will enjoy this op-
portunity to give the current 
Newsletter a make over and 
reach a readership of 300 mem-
bers each year.    
 
You would work closely with 
the Secretary and Web Site Au-
thor to ensure a seamless end 
product. Full details and back-
ground from Assoc Sec. 
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and ground crew to be fully proficient on both 
Hercules and shortly the A400M Voyager. This 
was evident later on in the afternoon when 
some of the Association visited the Squadron 
HQ and saw it how it was gradually being 
dwarfed by the Voyager simulator and training 
facilities next door. 
 
Since the previous Reunion, the Squadron had 
seen a large changeover of personnel but had 
been able to come together under one roof, 
thanks to efforts put in place by previous OC, 
Tim Jones. The Squadron train the crews for 
special forces exercises along with Air to Air 
refuelling and have a Maintenance Training 
Section for C17 Engineer and Management 
skills. Although the Squadron mainly stay in 
the UK, they have on occasions provide 
detachment commanders for 30 and 47 
Squadrons. 
 
The Squadron has received many awards and 
commendations during the year including 
sporting colours at GB level and completed 
various adventure training sessions. In 
between all these duties, the Squadron charity 
CALM was supported with a sponsored bag 
packing day raising £3,000 and a Christmas 
Party organised for the children. 
 
What does the future look like for the 
Squadron? As already mentioned, a A400M 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

training facility is in the course of construction 
which will hold two £54M simulators and a 
£34M rear end trainer, along with easing the 
accommodation bulge needed to deliver all 
this all skills training. Crews are already out 
in Spain in advance of the first of 22 Voyager 
aircraft being delivered from September 2014 
onwards. It has 2 pilots, a crewman and will 
be capable of Special Forces and air drop 
roles, as well as excellent load and range 
figures. 
 
The Squadron has quite a few affiliations, 
including one to HMS Montrose, a type 23 
frigate. A maritime exercise was organised to 
cement relations which cumulated in an air 
drop of a sweet container to the crew. 
Exchange posts with pilots from other 
Nations are still encouraged but on a reduced 
scale in recent years. Currently XXIV has a 
US pilot who in fact will be the captain on the 
afternoon's familiarisation trip around the 
local area. A possible new affiliation include 7 
Para, part of the Royal Horse Artillery. 
 
The briefing concluded with a lively questions 
and answer session and the opportunity to 
purchase a newly reprinted biography about 
Major Hawker VC, published by Pen and 
Sword and promoted by Flt Lt Phil Mobbs. 
 
With the clock ever ticking away it was 
through to the dining room for a buffet lunch 
before the highlight of the day, a flight in a 

Association Members, Family and Friends after a trip to remember - Brize Norton Oct 2014 
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Squadron piloted C130J. Well over 30 
members and guests eagerly boarded the 
coach and headed for the Brize departure 
lounge before embarking on a flight 
experience not available to many of the public. 
Flying at 2,000 ft AGL with the ramp and door 
open with good visibility over many well known 
local landmarks met with such a huge vote of 
thanks and grins from ear to ear, as proved by 
the group photo taken after landing. 
 
For those not part of the airborne brigade, the 
Squadron HQ had plenty to offer in the way of 
a simulator trip to Gibraltar, a presentation all 
about the new A400M from Flt Sgt Jim Miller 
and a chance to look over some of the 
Squadron memorabilia and artefacts on 
display. With our wonderful day time itinerary 
drawing to a close, there was just time to make 

a formal presentation to Wing Commander 
Doz James of the complete book of aircraft 
flown by XXIV over the last 98 years by Simon 
Batchelor. Simon has spent the few years, 
completely out of his own free will, digging into 
the background and history of the various 
marks and serials. It was a fitting end to a truly 
splendid day out. 
 

In Omnia Parati. 
—————————————————- 

 
Post Script to Page 2 Photos 
 
Simon also helped us out with the following 
comments from his background knowledge 
regarding the Hawker Harts shown on Page 2 
of the Newsletter. 
 
“The aircraft spent a period at Vickers and was 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

when it was converted to the Hart (C) 
configuration. They differed from ordinary Hart 
day bomber versions in having a rear cockpit 
with windshield. This is visible in the wreckage 
photograph.  
 
As for the tail markings, it was at the time of 
the changeover from the red & black chevron 
to the black fighting cock within a six point star. 
Although the photo is not clear I think that it is 
possible that the Black Fighting cock symbol 
has been either removed, or painted over.” 
 
http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/
planes/ryedale/k2455.html 
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On Monday 13 January 2014 one of 
the RAF’s C-130J Hercules aircraft, 
captained by Squadron Leader 
Philps, took off from its home at 
RAF Brize Norton and headed to 
Newquay International Airport 
where it picked up 14 year old 
Garvey Evans who is recovering 
from a brain tumour, and his father 
Glyn and brother Gavin. 

 

Glyn Evans wrote to Group Captain 
Steve Lushington, Station Commander 
of RAF Brize Norton, to request some 
words of encouragement for his son, a 
keen supporter of the Armed Forces. 
The Station Commander was moved by 
the letter and wanted to give Garvey a 
day to remember. Number XXIV 
Squadron had a suitable training task 
and were able to fly the family in a 
Hercules. 

Garvey and his family were greeted by 
Squadron Leader Phi lps, Fl ight 

Commander B Flight, XXIV Squadron 
and Sergeant Mark Hemming, 99 
Squadron, Weapon Systems Operator 
(Fixed Wing) Crewman who outlined 
the days activities; the sheer 
excitement was plain to see on 
Garvey’s face. The family were given a 
tour of the aircraft and a brief of its 
capabilities – then it was time to go 
flying. 

 

The flight took them in the vicinity of 
Newquay, following the coastline close 
to the families’ home town of St 
Austell. 

In February 2011 Garvey was 
diagnosed with a brain tumour 
(Metastatic Medulloblastoma) which left 
young Garvey potentially 24 hours 
away from losing his life. Having 
undergone two lifesaving operations as 
w e l l  a s  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a n d 
radiotherapy, Garvey never lets 
anything get him down. He remains 

Latest from “The Squadron”  
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relentlessly upbeat, continuously smiling 
and always willing to offer support to 
others who are struggling with their 
treatment. 

 

Group Captain Steve Lushington, Station 
Commander of RAF Brize Norton said: 

 

“I was delighted to receive Glyn’s letter 
asking for some encouragement for his 
son. Rather than just sending him some 
things in the post, we decided to put on 
something special. I’m sure he will 
remember the f l ight for some 
considerable time.” 

He added: “It is always fantastic to 
recognise the bravery of young people 
like Garvey.” 

 

Garvey’s father Glyn Evans said: 

 

“It is an absolutely amazing thing what 
the RAF have arranged. They went out 
of their way to make it such a special 
treat for Garvey. Things like this are 
better then any medicine and are just as 
much a part of his recovery. We can not 
thank the RAF enough.” 

 

Following the flight Garvey was 
presented with a signed C-130J print, a 
XXIV Sqn crest and pin badge as well as 
a CD of the photos taken on the day so 
he can always remember his flight on 
the RAF Brize Norton C-130J Hercules 
ZH887. 

 

Editor: Sgt Hemming 

RAF/MOD Crown Copyright 2014 
 

RAF C130 K in  Storage 

Did you wonder what has happened to 
those  remaining K models that featured 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

so often in your Flying Log Book? Take a 

read of this article from Global 
Aviation  Resources that will reveal all.  

 

http://globalaviationresource.com/
v2/2013/12/04/feature-raf-c-130k-
hercules-in-storage/ 
 

“Following last month’s retirement 
of the Lockheed C-130K Hercules 
from RAF service, Global Aviation 
Resource visited MOD St Athan to 
view the Hercules aircraft stored 
within the Defence Support Group’s 
vast ‘Super Hangar’. Tom Gibbons 
reports, with images as credited and 
dated 4 Dec 2013.”  
 

Having made their last operational 
flights on 25 October, the final two of 66 
Hercules C-130K transport aircraft 
delivered to the RAF – Hercules C3As 
XV177, call sign “Reynard 1” and XV214 
“Reynard 2” – touched down at MOD St 
Athan, Vale of Glamorgan, on Tuesday 
29 October 2013 for storage and 
potential onward sale. 
 

The arrival of these aircraft brought to 
an end an exceptional 46 years of RAF 
C-130K service and the two aircraft 
joined a further six examples that had 

(Continued on page 8) 

Latest from “The Squadron” cont  
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earlier entered storage. Notable amongst 
the eight aircraft is XV177 which, despite 
being the second aircraft in the initial 
batch of aircraft ordered, was the first of 
66 examples to be delivered to the RAF, 
being handed over on 19 December 
1966, and as such, it is fitting that she 
was one of the last pair to be retired. 
 
The numbers of C-130Ks in RAF service 
had slowly dwindled over the last 12 
years with early disposals to Lockheed 
Martin in part exchange for new C-130Js 
being some of the first to leave the RAF; 
a small number of these subsequently 
saw service with the Mexican Air Force, 
whilst later disposals entered service 
with the Air Forces of Austria and Sri 
Lanka. 
 

The eight stored aircraft (XV177, 188, 

196, 200, 209, 214, 295 and 303) 

comprise a selection of C1s, 3s and 3As, 

a number of which had been modified for 

a range of special operations with 

provision for an array of defensive aids, 

sensor systems and Enhanced Vision 

System modifications evident on the 

airframes. Whether these airframe 

modifications will have an effect on the 

viability of a future operator adding any 

of the ex-RAF examples to their fleets, 

or whether they are subsequently 

broken down for spares use, remains to 

be seen. 
 

In addition to the aircraft stored at St 

Athan, XV208, ex-converted Met 

Research Flight W2 and latterly test 

airframe for the A400M’s EuroProp 

TP400 turboprop engine at Cambridge 

and C3 XV202 are the only remaining C-

130Ks in the UK. XV202 was accepted 

by the RAF Museum, Cosford on the 

19th September 2013 and is now on 

external display. Clearly the task of 

maintaining an aircraft of this size is a 

(Continued from page 7) substantial one and as such it is doubtful 

that any others of the marque will be 

preserved in the UK. 

————————————————————- 

A400M ATLAS 

 
 

 
 
The next generation of Tactical Air Transport 
capability for the RAF is the Airbus A400M 
'Atlas'. 
 

The A400M Atlas isn’t a C-17 and (although 
the visuals are closer) nor is it C-130 - but 
then it isn’t supposed to be! Atlas is designed 
and scheduled to replace the C-130J in the 
tactical air transport and special forces’ 
support roles and to complement Voyager 
and C-17 in providing air mobility to the 
Future Forces. 

With the future forces likely to be reliant on 
bulky, heavy protected mobility vehicles and 
humanitarian operations looking to deliver 
relief more quickly to more remote or 
desolate regions, the Atlas requirement 
was: ‘to deliver what you can’t get into a 
Hercules into landing zones that a C-17 can’t 
get into’. 

Delving into a little technical detail, this article 
is a gallop through some of key design areas 
that are needed to meet the challenge 

The Business End. As with all air mobility 
aircraft, one of the most important features of 
A400M Atlas is the cargo bay. The A400M is 
capable of carrying up to 37 tonnes of 
payload with the cargo hold dimensions 
optimised for carriage of heavy vehicles, 
helicopters or cargo pallets along the central 

(Continued on page 9) 

Latest from “The Squadron” cont  
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cargo area and troops seated at either side. 
For combat operations, Atlas can carry 
protected vehicles with side armour and top-
mounted guns fitted allowing a deploying 
force to arrive ready to fight. In the 
humanitarian role, it can deploy a mobile 
crane or an excavator and large dump truck 
for clearing earthquake sites. 

The Driving Force. One of the key elements of 
the Atlas’s versatility is its all-new, specifically 
designed three-shaft turboprop engine with 
iconic scimitar-shaped, eight-bladed 
propellers. At 11,000 shp, the ‘TP400’ is the 
most powerful turboprop in production. It 
allows a wide range of speeds and flight levels 
and offers extremely efficient fuel 
consumption. Four of these turboprops allow 
Atlas to operate at altitudes as high as 37,000 
ft at speeds up to Mach 0.72. At the other end 
of the ‘envelope’, the A400M can safely 
operate at 110 kt at low level to drop 
equipment and supplies. 
 
Down Between the Engines? One of the most 
notable differences between Atlas and other 
turboprop aircraft is that the two propellers on 
each wing turn in opposite directions (towards 
each other). This ‘Down Between the Engines’ 
counter-rotation produces a more symmetrical 
airflow over the wing, which improves lift, 
aircraft handling and stability. As well as 
allowing a reduction in the structural weight of 
the wing, the arrangement reduces the 
adverse yaw in case of an engine failure and 
gives a 4% increase in the lift at low speed and 
reduces the level of vibrations and therefore 
the noise inside the aircraft. 
 
A Fully-Loaded Flight Deck! The Atlas cockpit 
comes fully loaded with pilot’s ‘toys’. It features 
Head-up-Dispays(HUD) which provide the 
pilots with all primary flight information 
together with eight large interchangeable LCD 
head-down displays. There is also an 
Enhanced Vision System (EVS) based on 
Forward Looking Infra Red (FLIR) technology 
which, in low visibility conditions can project an 
image of the environment in front of the aircraft 
onto the HUD. 

———————————————————- 
 
Behind the Scenes of the A400M ATLAS 
Programme 
 
We can’t really do this in on “printed paper” but if 

(Continued from page 8) you watch this You Tube video it shows you behind 
the scenes at Airbus Defence and Space, to see 
the progress being made on the A400M 
programme.  
 
http://youtu.be/v3IkBIcG-EQ 
———————————————————— 

UK reveals repair bill after 
Afghan hailstorm 

Another news item spotted via Twitter and 
Flightglobal courtesy of Flight International for 
you aircraft watchers that might make you 
check your insurance cover! 
The total cost of repairing five Royal Air 
Force Lockheed Martin C-130J tactical 
transports which suffered significant airframe 
damage when a hailstorm passed through 
southern Afghanistan on 23 April 2013 has 
been revealed as almost £10 million ($16.6 
million). 
 
Parked at Kandahar airfield when the storm 
hit, the C-130Js each experienced an average 
of 2,000 individual impacts during the event, 
with damage sustained to their upper 
fuselages and flight control surfaces. Multiple 
other coalition aircraft were also affected at the 
same location. 
 
“Repairs to the five C-130J Hercules aircraft 
are being undertaken via existing contractual 
arrangements. We estimate the total cost of 
repair may be up to £10 million,” says armed 
forces minister Philip Dunne. “Some £5.9 
million of repair work has already been 
completed by Marshall Aerospace and 
Defence Group, and all five aircraft are now 
back in service,” he adds. 
 
Performed via the Ministry of Defence’s 
Hercules Integrated Operational Support deal 
with the company and Lockheed, the repair 
effort involved replacing damaged ailerons 
with parts sourced from retired C-130Ks, and 
initially patching up composite parts punched 
through by the golf ball-sized hailstones. 
Detailed repairs were then conducted at 
Marshall’s Cambridge airport site in the UK. 
Four of the aircraft were returned to 
operational duty by mid-September 2013, 
while the other was in pre-planned depth 
maintenance. 
 

Latest from “The Squadron” cont  
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Latest from “The Squadron” cont  

SQUADRON GOODIES STOCK LIST  

Another little job I promised to do for the 
Squadron after the Reunion this year was to 
promote the range of items they have for 
sale.  So below is a list and photo of the 
goodies that are available and a couple that 
may need to be  ordered rather than in stock. 

24 SQUADRON STOCK PRICES 2010 

In Stock 

1. Cummerbund           £25.00 

2. Small A/C Print         £5.00 

3. Large A/C Print         £7.00 

4. Cloth Chevron          £2.50 

5. Cloth Crests             £5.00 

6. Black T-Shirts           £8.00 

7. Sand T-Shirts            £6.50 

8. Bow Tie                     £7.00 

9. Tattoo Sheet             £0.20 

To Order 

1. Mug                             £11.50 

2. Tankard                       £20.00 

To place an order, contact:- 

The Adjutant, XXIV Squadron, TMRF, RAF 
Brize Norton, CARTERTON, OX18 3LX stating 
item/s and quantity and despatch address. 
Make cheques payable to “24 Squadron 
Fund”. 

 
 
Items that are available can be purchased via 
the Squadron at Brize, follow this link http://
the24sec.wordpress.com/2010/11/10/xxiv-
squadron-stock-list/. 
 
If you want a Squadron Association tie in the 
Zig Zag style, send a cheque for £15 c/o The 
XXIV Sqn Association Treasurer, 14 Weiss 
Road, London, SW15 1DH  and one will be in 
the post asap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 

Bespoke XXIV Squadron Swiss Watch 
 

 
We have just been informed that XXIV Squadron 
are commissioning a bespoke edition automatic 
Swiss made watch with the Squadron markings. It 
is being made by the luxury English watchmaker 
Christopher Ward of London. It will have a Squad-
ron Chevron patch badge on the front, with 
Squadron crest on the back plate.  

 

It is priced at £500 with a £100 deposit payable 
to make a reservation. A contribution to charity 
will be made for each watch purchased 
and Personal engraving is included in the price. 

 

Contact Flt Lt Jim Roden – 
jamesrroden@hotmail.co.uk, or The Association 
Secretary  to place your order or for more infor-

mation. 
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Mailbox Your Letters 

We do seem to have quite a lively bit of 
snail and e-mail traffic on issues featured in 
the Newsletter and long may it continue. So 
for your interest and comments, read on. 
 
Ps - you can also comment on line at the 
BLog Book.  
http://the24sec.wordpress.com/ 
 

   

BELGIANS SERVING ON 24 SQN 

In February, we had an email from Dick 
Whittingham who is the Chairman of the Belgian 
Branch of the RAF Association.  The purpose of his 
note was to see if we might be interested in 
participating in a commemorative event in Brussels 
on 29 Apr 2014. Unfortunately that was not 
possible but below is the theme of what it was all 
about. If you have any information about any 
Belgian aircrew of that time, do contact The 24 
Secretary. 

Ii is assumed, but do not know, that they were flying 
with the Dakota and York, and perhaps were 
involved with the return of exiled members of 
Royalty, Heads of State and Governments back to 
their own countries.  As far as IDick is aware, all 
members are now deceased, but again, nothing is 
certain.  

 

The Belgian Branch was formed in 1947 with a core 
membership based on the over 600 Belgians who 
had escaped occupied Europe and joined the RAF 
in WW2.  As you may know, 12 of these Belgians 
joined 24 Sqn: messrs  Arend, Carlier, De 
Puysseleyre, Dubois E., Goblet, Hallet, Joppart, 
Maréchal, Renson, Seghers, Stevens, and Van 
Lerberghe.    

The Belgians remain very conscious of their WW2 
debt to the UK and are enormously proud of their 
RAF heritage.  In Brussels we have an Air Force 
Chapel inside the National Basilica:  we held an 
event their last September to commemorate the 
25th Anniversary of the installation of stained-glass 
windows in the chapel.  You can see a report on 
the event on our website at http://
rafabelgianbranch.yolasite.com/air-force-chapel-
commemoration.php.   

 During the Service, General Van Caelenberge the 
Belgian Chief of Defence noticed that although the 
Chapel displays the Shields of 23 RAF Squadrons 
on which Belgians served in World War 2, there 
were a number missing.  Following further 
research, we discovered that Belgians actually 
served on the quite astonishing total of 141 
different RAF Squadrons.   

It is impractical for us to display this number of 
shields but, as a step in the right direction, we have 
agreed with the Belgian Air Arm that we will add the 
shields of the missing squadrons with significant (5 
or more) Belgian members: as you can see, 24 Sqn 
is one of these. 

We will dedicate the new Shields during a short 
private event on Tuesday 29th April attended by the 
General and Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper 
(NATO HQ DG IMS) our Branch Co-President, plus 
a few invited guests. The event will start at 16:00 
hrs, will last around 40 minutes and will be followed 
by a Reception hosted by General Van 
Caelenberge.  RAFA and some Sqn Standards will 
be paraded.

   


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been informed by Pen and Sword that 
after providing quite a bit of research assistance 
during 2010/11 to Chris Clark, son of F/L Tom 
Clark, he has had the book recently published and 
it may be of interest to members of24 Squadron 
Association, see brief description below. The 
subject of the book, Flight Lieutenant Clark, served 
with 24 Squadron and makes various references to 
the Squadron. 

From Hitler’s U-Boats to Khruschev’s 
Spyfights: Twenty-five Years with Flight 
Lieutenant Thomas Buchanan Clark RAF –Chris 
Clark 

 
This book tells the tale of the illustrious Royal Air 
Force career of Tom Clark, a World War Two 
gunner and post-war signaller in action during 
some of the most pivotal events of the twentieth 
century. From work as an air gunner, involved in 
the daunting task of taking on the might of Hitler’s 
U-boat fleet, to post-war involvement in an 
Intelligence capacity during the dramatic events 
surrounding Khrushchev and the atomic threat of 
the late 1950s, Clark’s career was dramatic and 
varied to say the least. 

Having joined the RAF just before the Second 
World War, Clark was destined to take part in a 
whole range of wartime operational engagements. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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The Lord Trophy. This is awarded annually to 
the medium-range transport squadron which 
"proves itself most proficient in the transport 
support role" and is competed for by units from 
all over the world.  

It includes a one-hour written examination, for 

captains and navigators, on transport support 

procedures and a cross-country of approxi-

mately four hours 'duration, partly at low level 

and including an emergency situation and a 

paratroop drop. This year's competition, in 

which Hastings, Beverley,  Argosy and Valetta 

crews from the Far East, Middle East and the 

UK participated, Was mounted from Malta and 

took place early this month. The captain of the 

winning 114 Sqn crew was Flt Lt D.C.Milner. 

The Lord Trophy, given to the RAF in memory 

of the late Flt Lt D.S.A. Lord, VC , DFC, was 

presented to Transport Command in 1957.  

 

The Trophy was presented to the RAF by the 

parents of Flt Lt D. S. A. Lord, who won the VC 

on supply dropping at Arnhem. This year 

(1962) marks the first occasion on which over-

seas squadrons have competed. 

 

The above is an extract from Flight Interna-
tional September 1962. In later years it was 
just from UK based squadrons. 

 

David Samuel Anthony Lord VC, DFC (18 
October 1913 – 19 September 1944) was 
an Irish recipient of the Victoria Cross, the 
highest and most prestigious award for gal-
lantry in the face of the enemy that can be 
awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. 

Lord was awarded the Distinguished Flying 

Cross during 1943 and by January 1944 had 

returned to the UK for service with No. 271 

Squadron (based at RAF Down Amp-

ney, Gloucestershire training to drop para-

troops, supplies and to tow military gliders. He 

then took part in the D-Day operations in June 

1944. 

 

He was 30 years old, and a Flight Lieuten-

ant in 271 Squadron, Royal Air Force during 

the Second World War when the following 

deed took place for which he was awarded the 

Victoria Cross. 

 

On 19 September 1944 during the Battle of 

Arnhem in the Netherlands, the British 1st Air-

borne Division was in desperate need of sup-

plies. Flight Lieutenant Lord, flying Dakota 

III KG374 through intense enemy anti-

aircraft fire was twice hit and had one engine 

burning. He managed to drop his supplies, but 

Lord Trophy - Its History 
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at the end of the run found that there were two containers remaining. Although he knew that one 

of his wings might collapse at any moment he nevertheless made a second run to drop the last 

supplies, then ordered his crew to bail out. A few seconds later the Dakota crashed in flames 

with its pilot and six crew.[5] 

Only the navigator, F/Lt Harold King survived, becoming a prisoner of war. It was only on his re-

lease in mid 1945 that the story of Lord's action was known, and David Lord was awarded a 

posthumous Victoria Cross. David Lord is buried alongside his crew in Arnhem Oosterbeek War 

Cemetery, near Arnhem. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Lord trophy cont 

His career featured involvement in the famous 1941 hunt for the elusive Bismarck, the dangers of life as 
part of an Air Sea Rescue squadron in conflicted waters, and the experience of training as a gunnery 
leader (later an instructor), training air gunners for the famed Desert Air Force. Lovingly penned by his son, 
the book provides an authentic insight into this dynamic period of world history. 

————————————————————— 

Someone is looking forward to the Summer Social 2014 

You know you have a bit of seniority in the Association if your membership number is 
“003″. Well that is the case for Ken Morris who contacted us recently (by email) after 
reading our AGM Minutes to discover we have been invited to RAF Northolt in June 2014. 

Ken served at the station between 1943 – 1945 as a Wireless Mechanic working on the 
Avro York used by Churchill and has also been in touch with Air Commodore John 
Mitchell, the navigator on Ascalon. Ken donated some photos to the History Room about 
his time with XXIV Squadron on a previous Reunion. 

Ken, who admits to being around 90,  is looking forward to next June, so let us hope we 
can make it a special day for him. 

 
 



 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

Mailbox cont. 
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Hawker Memorial Connections   

OPERATION LIMA TANGO 
 
VISIT TO LIGNY-THILLOY, FRANCE, 11 NOVEMBER 2013 and a mention for 
2014 
 
From your own correspondent at the Front, aka Keith Chapman. 
 
The Association’s latest expedition to Ligny-Thilloy in the French department of Pas-
de-Calais was successfully mounted on Monday 11 November 2013. The previous 
day, a strong contingent of members and partners, mustering no less than seventeen 
persons, established a forward operating base in the delightful old town of Arras 
where everyone re-fuelled, relaxed and bivouacked for the night before re-deploying 
to Ligny-Thilloy next morning to attend the joint remembrance ceremony at the 
Hawker VC Memorial and village war memorial. These ceremonies were followed by 
a mass stroll to the cemetery, located outside the village not far from where Hawker 
is thought to have crashed. 
 
As usual, the Association’s delegation was warmly received by the Mayor Monsieur 
Dominique Deleplace and his fellow villagers, who had turned out in strength for this 
important occasion. Deputy chairman Sam Wright once again piped a lament during 
the ceremony and later provided further musical entertainment in the much warmer 
surroundings of the village hall, to which everyone adjourned at the invitation of the 
Mayor for champagne and canapés. After this reception, the Association members 
hosted an informal lunch for Monsieur and Madame Deleplace in the ‘Le Gourmet’ 
restaurant in the nearby town of Bapaume.   
 
The next ceremony at the Hawker VC Memorial will be held on Tuesday 11 Novem-
ber 2014, when an even stronger Association presence is anticipated. It is also hoped 
that OC XIV Squadron will be able to attend with a small team.   
 
Beginning in August and culminating on Remembrance Day on 11 November, many 
memorial events are due to take place in 2014 to mark the centenary of the outbreak 
of the First World War. It is reported that the President of France (Francois Hol-
lande) plans to attend a major Ceremony of Remembrance in Arras on 11 November 
2014. Hence it would be a good idea for any Association members planning to enlist 
for the Front and to bivouac in that city on 10/11 November 2014 to book their ac-
commodation as soon as possible. 
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RECENT LOSSES 
We have been informed of only the following Association member passing away since  the last 
AGM. 

 

Jeff Berryman April 2014.  Jeff, who had not shown any previous signs of illness  died of a hear 
attack on the 30th of April 2014. Jeff, who only recently attended our October 2013 Reunion at 
Brize Norton did manage to meet some of his old crew mates from the Hastings and Colerne 
days. Jeff was a Flt Lt Navigator while on XXIV between 1966 – 1968 and eventually left to be 
the SATCO at Bournemouth Airport.  
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
We can report a total of  4 new recruits who have joined the ranks and they are:- 

Keeping in Touch - Association 

Last Name Initials Mem No Date on Sqn Place on Sqn Trade 

Marston Kevin 431 Mar 1995—Apr 2001 RAF Lyneham Pilot 

Griggs Peter 432 1950—1953 RAF Colerne Flt Engineer 

Barrett Len (Bob) 433 Dec 1982 – Jul 1989 RAF Lyneham Air Engineer 

James Jimmy 434    

 

 

 

An email from Gordon Chesterman, son of 
Robert (Bob) Chesterman Master AQM. 

Gordon says that the family were stationed at 
Colerne after coming back from Changi on 
48Sqn.  

Sadly, his dad went to the station in the skies 
back in 2001, but I'm sure some of the mem-
bers might possibly remember him. 

If you do remember Bob, feel free to contact 
The Sec to be put in touch. Gordon has all 
his dad’s flying log books from his first flight  
in a Hastings WD485 to his last flight in Hast-
ings TG508. He also has photos which he 
took when En-Route. 
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During my time on the Squadron we noticed that 

some valuable silver items were damaged, hid-

den away in an attic and never displayed in the 

mess. 

One of these was a superb model of the Hawker 

Hart, in service with the Squadron in the 1930′s. 

The Hart’s undercarriage was damaged and one 

of the two wheels was missing. Local silver-

smith’s had been approached and could certainly 

undertake the necessary work, but at great cost. 

Chatting to OC Eng Wg one evening, he said he 

was sure his team could do the job for a ‘couple 

of bob’, or two shillings in pre-decimalisation ‘old 

money’. But, they would need a silver florin 

Picture Post 

which exactly matched the diameter of 

the missing wheel. There was one more impor-

tant condition. The coin would have to be of pre-

1927 vintage and thus contain the high propor-

tion of silver necessary for the lathe work to turn 

the coin into the wheel. 

As they so often do, our engineers turned up 

trumps and produced a simple and inexpensive 

solution to this unusual maintenance problem. 

We located an early 1920′s florin, the Hart was 

repaired and was soon back on duty gracing 

many a mess night – and for less than the cost 

of a drink, even in those days. 

The life of the Newsletter Editor is never easy and the amount of material available for the Maga-
zine is always less than ideal. To try and redress that situation an email campaign called “Picture 
Post” for articles of REAL interest was started in  January. 
 
The idea being that members search out an old photograph of a memorable occasion of your time 
on Twenty Four Squadron, scan it onto your computer, write a few, or even a quite a few words 
telling us all about the background to the picture and then send it to me. EASY. 
 
We have only managed to  a few stories so far and here is Number 3 from ex Chairman, Richard 
Bates 

Picture shows OC 24 Sqn gratefully accepting the return of the 24 
Sqn silver model Hart from representatives of Engineering Wing, 
RAF Lyneham. 
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Squadron Centenary - notice to Members 

XXIV Squadron Centenary – 1 
September 2015  
 
The Committee would like to remind all 
Association Members that the Squadron 
is due to celebrate its Centenary on 1 
September 2015. 
 
Under the direction of OC XXIV Squad-
ron, a number of events are currently 
being planned to mark this very impor-
tant milestone. The centre-piece of the 
celebrations is likely to be a Ladies 
Guest Night to which all serving mem-
bers of the Squadron and all members of 
the Association (with partners) will be 
invited. This function means that the As-
sociation will not hold its own annual 
Ladies Guest Night in October 2015. 
Details of the Centenary Dinner (date, 
venue, format, cost etc) have not yet 
been released by OC XXIV Squadron, 
but will be promulgated to all Associa-
tion members as soon as they are an-
nounced.  
 
For the past nine years, the Association 
has transferred £100 annually into a 
Centenary Fund, with the aim of accu-
mulating £1000 by 2015 to fund a spe-
cial gift from the Association to the 
Squadron to mark its 100th birthday. 
With only just over a year remaining be-
fore members have to decide how this 
Centenary Fund is to be used, we are 
still trawling for suggestions. Some 
ideas have already been explored but 
have had to be discarded because the 
cost greatly exceeds the £1000 we will 
have in the kitty. For example, our 
Treasurer discovered that the cost of 
constructing an enduring Squadron 
crest in the National Arboretum would 
run into several thousands of pounds. A 
stained glass window would also be 

more than we could afford, even suppos-
ing we could find a suitable church near 
Brize Norton which would be willing to 
receive such an additional feature. 
 
So we still urgently need members’ sug-
gestions for a suitable gift that could be 
purchased within our budget of approxi-
mately £1000.  If any reader has a pro-
posal for such a gift, please send it to 
the Secretary by email or post, prefera-
bly before the next AGM which will be 
held at Brize Norton on Saturday 4 Oc-
tober. 
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Another instalment from John Mitchell’s diary 
of his VIP flying days with the then Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill during August 1944.  

 
The Luxurious Skymaster 

 
THE LUXURIOUS SKYMASTER 

 
The new aircraft, a Douglas C54B model and 100th 
off the Santa Monica production line, had arrived at 
Northolt on 9th June 1944. It was in a basic troop-
carrier/freighter 'configuration' – just bare. We en-
joyed several days familiarisation flying in it before 
delivering it to the factory airfield of Messrs Arm-
strong Whitworth at Baginton, near Coventry, on 
13th June. 
 
2lst July 1944. Six weeks later the crew flew up to 
Baginton to give the Skymaster an air test now that 
the soundproofing had been installed so that noise 
measurements could be made throughout the inte-
rior, before furnishing started in earnest. Jack 
Payne was back from California, anxious to see his 
new aircraft and very jealous of anyone interfering 
with it. Armstrong Whitworth's Chief Test Pilot, 
Squadron Leader Turner Hughes, flew the aircraft 
as it was 'in factory hands'. He made a great song 
and dance of flying the PM's plane. It was going to 
be a further three months or so before the interior 
was completed and we should be able to reclaim it 
for the owner. 
 
10th November 1944. Work by the contractor was 
now finished for the aircraft to be collected from 
Baginton. Mr Churchill had evidently called in at 
the factory a few days earlier to inspect his new 
aerial yacht. After standing for so long inactive it 
was necessary to give it a good long test flight: 
modifications had been made to some of the air-

craft's basic systems: eg new electric generators had 
been fitted to cope with the domestic load and addi-
tional radio and navigation gear; the heating and 
ventilating system had been completely revamped, 
the oxygen delivery system extended and consider-
able plumbing fitted for domestic water require-
ments. So we spent some four hours flying around 
the UK under Toc H's command (as Turner Hughes 
was known in the trade). 
 
Back at Northolt the aircraft was re-weighed, as 
loaded and furnished, and its Centre of Gravity de-
termined for loading purposes. USAF transport air-
craft were all provided with a large slide rule which 
enabled weight and balance sums to be calculated 
simply and effectively. The RAF used more hit-
and-miss methods: Air Marshal Tedder's VIP Da-
kota had its refrigerator and bar installed so far aft, 
at first go, that it was initially too dangerous to fly 
at low speeds! 
 
22nd November 1944. A few days later, a further 
air test was made with the Transport Command 
Signals Staff to satisfy themselves that the new ra-
dio system was as required. We now had much 
more powerful American WT transmitters of mod-
ern design that made Jock's duties to keep in touch 
with base considerably easier. We had two Ameri-
can radio-navigation direction finders installed, far 
superior to anything Marconi could offer the RAF. 
The tricycle undercarriage was a delight for the 
pilot. With the steerable nose-wheel and differential 
toe-brakes, it meant ground handling and parking 
would be so much less of a sweat than using the 
brute power of engines to manoeuvre a heavy, tail-
down aircraft such as the York. 
 
Whilst we now had much more space for domestic 
provisioning, Parkinson ensured that we would 
have more to stow away: a complete set of l2-place 
settings of special lightweight bone china – all with 
the Skymaster emblem and made in Stoke-on-Trent 
especially for the aircraft - is a good example. 
Keeping the aircraft clean and dry was always a 
headache; so we had a small 24v Hoover vacuum 
cleaner. Sergeant Jock Duncan was now much 
more than the chef; he really was the Chief Steward 
and Maitre d'Hotel. 
 
Bill Fraser had asked No 10 for permission to take 
the aircraft across the Atlantic to Montreal to give it 
a work out and particularly to check its long-range 
performance and handling at full weight of fuel. 
This in fact was also Tommy Thompson's idea and 
permission was readily granted and cleared through 
Transport Command for the 24th November. We 

(Continued on page 19) 
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should be away about a week, with our destination 
the RAF ferry base at Dorval, Montreal. 
 
The general layout of the interior followed that of 
the York but on a larger scale. In fact, Bill Fraser 
had drawn out to scale the suggested plan of the 
interior to show to No 10 when we first mooted the 
idea of acquiring such an aircraft in the winter of 
l943lM. The crew were provided in the basic air-
craft with a separate toilet forward, plus two crew 
bunks - a great asset on long-haul flights. The extra 
fuel tanks (2 x 500 gallons each) installed beyond 
the flight deck door, which had been fitted for de-
livery purposes, were retained in a specialty sealed 
compartment. 
 
Aft of the fuel tanks, and another airtight bulkhead 
doorway, were two passenger toilets, one on either 
side of the aircraft. Each had hot and cold water 
laid on and electric razor points. Continuing aft, 
there were located two American Pullman-style 
bunks on either side of the central passage way - in 
daylight making two very comfortable wide seats 
with a table between them. A third pair of Pullman-
bunks were located next on the port side, with a 
spacious galley opposite on the starboard side. This 
galley included a refrigerator, hot-plate and grill 
plus two hot cupboards, and a 2-gallon water boiler. 
Audible and visual bell systems were indicated on 
the wall. All this electrical domestic kit was devel-
oped by GEC from our experience in 'Ascalon'. 
Specially compact electric fans were also installed 
throughout the aircraft, including the cockpit, 
which gave a welcome breath of air on the ground. 
Airborne, the revised aircraft heating system pro-
vided warmth at foot level and an extractor system 
in the roof. The aircraft was not, of course, pressur-
ised. 
 
Aft of the galley, the passage way opened into the 
main conference room, which was panelled in wal-
nut veneer, with a light-weight dining room table 
11 by 3 feet to match. Eight swivelling and reclin-
ing chairs in light-beige leather completed the fur-
niture. The main doors of the aircraft opened on to 
this large cabin. In the roof, above the dining room 
table, were stowed two more bunks in tandem, 
which we termed 3rd class, for the use of the stew-
ard and detective. There was a splendid drinks cup-
board neatly inserted in a bulk-head, suitably 
racked to secure bottles and glasses. 
 
Finally, came the Owner's Stateroom and en suite 
toilet, also with hot and cold water. The toilet had 
an electric heater in the lid of the seat to keep it 
warm! The noise level of the Owner's cabin had 
been reduced to 52 decibels at cruising speed, and 
this was so successful that the PM later complained 

about the ticking of the electric clock on his cabin 
wall. I believe this sound level compared favoura-
bly with a modern luxury car. 
 
Thus we could sleep up to ten passengers in com-
fort. As to the d6cor, the walls of the stateroom and 
its roof were in beige leather trimmed with syca-
more wood and a grey Wilton carpet. The PM's bed 
had a turquoise bedspread with curtains to match. 
We had a removable bunk bed to match, which 
could be fitted athwartships over the desk, provid-
ing a bunk should Mrs Churchill travel overnight 
with the Owner: but this never happened. There 
was also a wardrobe in his cabin and a full-length 
mirror. Two swivel armchairs and a desk completed 
the furniture, with a small stool for the shorthand 
typist. The PM dictated in his car to and from Che-
quers: he certainly worked at his papers in the air-
craft! 
 
Incidentally, the Ministry authorities completely 
forgot to provide proper blackout screens for all 
windows: a defect we quickly saw on the first trial 
flight. Nigger-brown curtain material was hardly 
adequate to conceal our blaze of cabin lights. The 
Pullman sections curtains were in blue and I think, 
the main carpeting of the conference room and pas-
sage way was also blue with matching curtains to 
conceal the occupants of the bunks at night. 
 
To achieve all this was a major achievement in war-
time England: the standard of workmanship was 
much admired by the many who took a peep into 
the interior. Needless to say, the PM was extremely 
pleased with it all. To keep it all clean, prior to the 
Owner's arrival for a voyage (and after his descent) 
we had what the Americans style long 'druggets' 
everywhere. Certainly Jack Payne was always on 
the watch for muddy feet spoiling his aircraft. 
 
Unlike the York, the floor level of the Skymaster 
was 9 feet 6 inches above ground level. A folding 
portable stairway was therefore built to fold away 
on board when not in use. The provision and design 
of this airborne staircase was a saga in itself. I have 
already remarked that the president's Skymaster - 
the 'Sacred Cow' - had, in addition to the electric 
lift for Roosevelt's wheelchair, a neat Duralumin 
folding ladder that was raised and lowered electri-
cally from within the aircraft. Not so Mr Churchill's 
An ordinance of the MAP laid down that all parts 
of a Service transport aircraft must be stressed to 
withstand strain of 4G whether or not the items suf-
fered in-flight stresses. We were thus compelled to 
carry round a staircase built for a battleship. The 
MAP resolutely refused to call in a specialist in 
folding ladders; so we were saddled with a wooden 
monstrosity that had to be manhandled up and 
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down with a system of blocks, pulleys and ropes. 
At first it was intended that we should have syn-
chronized canvas (? striped) awning that slid out-
wards from the aircraft as the PM appeared on the 
top step. At the time, Jack Payne's lurid remark at a 
planning conference that we should look like a 
b**** ice-cream vendor's cart, scotched this ex-
travagance. Fortunately, at the major bases in the 
UK and the US, Skymaster-height steps were 
slowly becoming available and we would use this 
extraordinary contraption overseas only when there 
was nothing else available. 
 
24th November 1944. With our crew augmented 
by Squadron Leader (Retired) Turner Hughes test 
pilot from AWA and Walter Goodesmith, the MAP 
design authority - on his very first flight- we set out 
for a trans-Atlantic trial flight to Montreal west-
bound via Iceland, homebound direct to Northolt. 
 
Airborne at 1200 hours local time, we made a day-
light flight to Reyjavik, flying at 10,000 feet. Eve-
rything was working as it should: the radio naviga-
tion gear was a joy to use. I had to stand on a stool 
to take sextant shorts out of the astro dome but 
there was plenty of room for my gymnastics and 
handholds for rough weather. The crew were situ-
ated well forward of the propellers: the exhaust sys-
tems of the Pratt and Whitney air-cooled engines 
were quite different from the Merlin cackle-pots, so 
our duties were less affected by fatigue of engine 
noise. All went well until we landed at the RAF 
base at Reyjavik (the USAF were operating at Ke-
flavik, called Meeks Field, some 15 miles further 
west). Our nose oleo leg made an unhealthy bang-
ing noise as we taxied in: we probably had lost hy-
draulic pressure in the front shock absorbers - 
something was leaking. Examination on the ground 
confirmed Jack's diagnosis. It transpired on later 
enquiry that the steerable nose wheel had been mis-
used whilst ground handling at AWA and that the 
seals of the oleo leg had been strained - thus caus-
ing loss of hydraulic fluid. No spares in Reyjavik: 
few in the UK. The answer was to carry on to 
Montreal where full USAF servicing could be made 
available and to have the job done there. The pres-
sure in the oleo could be restored for a short time, 
sufficient for take-off, but it would probably be lost 
again on landing. Thus we would have to land very 
gently and hold the nose of the aircraft off the 
ground until the last possible moment. Taxiing 
would accordingly have to be very gentle to avoid 
damaging the surrounding undercarriage structure. 
 
Meanwhile, another problem arose, not entirely 
unexpected by Jack Payne. During planning confer-
ences in the early stages of fitting out the Skymas-
ter, the MAP had specified a aural piping for all 
domestic plumbing - which was fed from a large 

header tank over the gally. Jack had pressed 
strongly for copper piping even with a weight pen-
alty. Any Arab could solder a copper pipe – but 
dural splits when frozen and nothing can be done to 
mend it. 
 
The temperature on the ground at Reyjavik was still 
well below zero. The aircraft insulation, which was 
fine for soundproofing, was not enough to protect 
our water pipes in the ceilings. They burst and 
leaked: back to the drawing board - later, on our 
return to the UK, certain of the most exposed pipes 
were changed to copper by RAF tradesmen. Curi-
ous that the boffins made such play with weight 
penalty over the piping yet ignored this factor when 
installing our heavyweight step-ladder. 
 
25th November 1944. Airborne before the Arctic 
dawn, we headed for the coast of Labrador and then 
to Montreal at 10,000 feet. The cabin heating 
worked fine and the leaking water pipes had been 
isolated. Bill had made a smooth take-off with no 
unexpected problems with the nose wheel in Ice-
land. The RAF engineering staff at Dorval had been 
alerted to our problem and we were able to taxi 
straight inside a warm hangar. Landing light of 
fuel, Bill had avoided any more damage to the nose 
wheel. The USAF Liaison Officer, on learning 
whose aircraft it was, immediately arranged for a 
fitting party to be flown in from the nearest C54 
base, in Presqu'Ile, Maine, with the necessary spare 
parts. It would be five to six days work in all. Who 
were we to complain? So, into the Mount Royal 
Hotel in the centre of Montreal where all good air-
crew stop over - and Christmas shopping. As there 
was no undercarriage test-rig for a C54 at Dorval, it 
would be necessary to fly the aircraft over to 
Presqu'le - some 300 miles away to the east for this 
to be accomplished before returning home. 
 
2nd December 1944. We left Dorval at 2000 hours 
local, as soon as work was completed and flew the 
two hours over to the USAF base, night stopping in 
a splendid BOQ called the 'Hotel de Gink'. The re-
traction tests were scheduled for the following 
morning. No problems: the ground fitting party had 
done their job well and only small adjustments 
were needed to the undercarriage selection indica-
tor lights, etc. So we were to be homebound that 
evening. 
 
3rd December 1944. Taking off at 2230 hours lo-
cal at full fuel load and an all-up weight of 73,000 
pounds, we needed only 1,200 yards to be airborne 
on a splendid 3,000 yard runway. Our estimated 
flight time was thirteen and a half hours. 
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At cruising levels in a beautifully clear polar air 
stream the view of the night heavens was magnifi-
cent - all the stars one's eyes could see available for 
navigation. The astro-navigator usually chooses 
from the 15 major navigational stars which are 
listed in the Air Almanac, selecting three at a time 
to give the most advantageous intersection of his 
'position lines'. I could really feel in my element 
(especially in the comfortable environment of the 
Skymaster's flight deck, warm and unencumbered) 
with that wonderful independence from man-
invented radio and radar navigational gadgets. Iner-
tial and satellite navigational systems were years in 
the future. 
 
As dawn approaches, the sky brightens very 
quickly when heading eastwards, only the brightest 
stars and the morning planets remain. Then at sun-
rise the air navigator can repeat the Old Mariner's 
trick of determining his longitude directly by not-
ing the time of the appearance of the sun's arc and 
allowing a correction for 'height of eye'. This needs 
to be accurate for the result to be meaningful. A 
seaman would always know the height of his ship's 
bridge. Fortunately, the Skymaster was fitted with 
the latest radar altimeter so we, too, knew our 
'height of eye' accurately. Subtract the time of sun-
rise on the Greenwich meridian (as tabled in the 
Air Almanac) from the time of the local event and, 
hey presto!, you are left with your longitude. Sim-
ple and very satisfying, especially as by now the 
heavens have become brilliant daylight: a new day 
has started, even if one is very tired. We had been 
in the air thirteen hours ten minutes when we 
landed, with some seven hours of fuel remaining. 
What a contrast to the York, though the York was 
faster by some 15 mph at economical cruising 
speed. So we were back to base with the prospect 
of Christmas at home (I had done some useful 
shopping in Montreal) and the birth of our first-
born expected at the end of the year. We found a 
new set of steps had been manufactured for our use, 
so there was no need to display our hideous 
wooden structure at Northolt. We could report to 
the AoC that the new craft was now at readiness. 
Hopefully, we could expect to be able to relax, but 
Christmas holiday plans were to be drastically al-
tered at the last minute. 

(Continued from page 20)  
Belgians Serving with XXIV dur-
ing WWII. 
 
The Chairman of the Belgian Branch of the 
RAF Association, Dick Whittingham sent the 
Association an email earlier in the year to see 
if we would be interested in participating in a 
commemorative event in Brussels on 29 Apr 
2014. Sadly we could not. 
Dick has since reported back to us and sent 
the following link which relates what went on 
on the day. Very many thanks indeed. 
 
http://rafabelgianbranch.yolasite.com/branch-
events.php 
 
The Belgian Branch was formed in 1947 with a 
core membership based on the over 600 Bel-
gians who had escaped occupied Europe and 
joined the RAF in WW2.  12 of these Belgians 
joined 24 Sqn: messrs  Arend, Carlier, De 
Puysseleyre, Dubois E., Goblet, Hallet, Jop-
part, Maréchal, Renson, Seghers, Stevens, 
and Van Lerberghe. 
 
The Belgians remain very conscious of their 
WW2 debt to the UK and are enormously 
proud of their RAF heritage.  In Brussels they 
have an Air Force Chapel inside the National 
Basilica:  they held an event their last Septem-
ber to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of 
the installation of stained-glass windows in the 
chapel.   
 
You can see a report on the event on our web-
site at http://rafabelgianbranch.yolasite.com/
air-force-chapel-commemoration.php. 
 
 

The Author - September 2010 
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ACCOMMODATION 2014 - BURFORD AREA 
 

 Burford Visitor Information Centre 

Located in an historic building, once a brewery, Burford VIC is 
not only an official Enjoy England Partner but holds a Silver 
award in the Green Tourism Business Scheme: recognition for the 
excellent service that the centre provides and the efforts that they 
make to promote sustainable tourism. 
 
 

Burford VIC, The Brewery, Sheep Street, Burford, Oxon, OX18 4LS 
Telephone +44 (0)1993 823558, Fax +44 (0)1993 823590, Email burford.vic@westoxon.gov.uk 
http://www.oxfordshirecotswolds.org/site/visitor-information/information-centres/burford-vic 

 
NOTE - the coach (a snip at only £7/head) will be picking up guests at the Four Pillars, 
Witney and Burford hotels, i.e. High Street and Travel Lodge, then Priory Manor, Brize. 

 

BOOK DIRECT FOR ALL ACCOMMODATION. 

A couple of notices for you to read. The first is the new sponsored charity, CALM, that the Squad-
ron has adopted since the closure of Burton Hill House School. See below fo ra screen shot from 
its web site. Its internet address is http://calmcharity.org Also we have details about accommoda-
tion for the Reunion weekend. You are of course free to select anywhere but the coach will only be 
picking up from the Burford area. 

Notice Board  

Shown is a clip of the many Hotels and Guest Houses in the 
Burford area from a Google search. The local Visitor  
Information Centre will also be able to assist if you do not have 
Internet access. 
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The Photo Album -  2013 Reunion 

Bandits at 11 o clock - XXIV Association party very much engaged in the 11Group Bunker  4 Jun 14 

Summer Social group relaxing after a Historic Dining Room experience 
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SUMMER SOCIAL - 4th June - RAF Northolt 
 

An invitation from Group Captain Andy Bacon, previously an OC XXIV Squadron with an 
appreciated record of fostering strong links with the Association, brought over 50 members and 
guests together for lunch to the only remaining operational airfield involved with the Battle of 
Britain. Yes, this was the eagerly awaited 2014 Summer Social diary date visit to RAF Northolt. 

This was quite a break from what has been the tradition for the last few years of meeting up for a 
pub lunch in more rural areas. The challenge of mixing it with traffic inside the M25 and only a 
few miles due west of Central London did not hold any qualms for our intrepid membership. In 
fact, the shift eastwards had allowed one or two of our long serving members, Ken Morris and 
local Notholt honorary mess member, Harry Dixon and his wife Ann to join us after a long 
absence. 

The itinerary consisted of three elements, a guided tour around and down the 11  Group Battle of 
Britain Operations Room Bunker at RAF Uxbridge starting at 10:30 in the morning and then a 
very sociable and lazy lunch at the RAF Northolt Officers Mess, in the original dining room used 
by the pilots who scrambled those spitfires to defend London and the Home Counties. After 
lunch, as an additional option, Members where able to visit the Sir Keith Park Z-Sector 
Operations Room at RAF Northolt. Quite an ambitious schedule, especially for the long distance 
travellers but nevertheless, completed with out any hitches. 

It came as no surprise that the Luftwaffe found it hard to find the 11 Group Bunker, so did a few 
of the SatNav guidance systems of some of our visitors! Access is via a set of over 70 steps up 
and down, quite a fitness test but judging by the reports back, well worth the effort.(Link to Web 
Site) http://www.raf.mod.uk/battleofbritainbunker/ 

For those not attending the Bunker Tour, a more leisurely start brought together the rest of our 
party to the Northolt Mess, with its commanding position overlooking the busy airfield used by 
military and private aircraft. Before long, everyone was soon chatting away and into the spirit of 
the day during pre-lunch drinks, generously supplied by our Treasurer, Roger Hale. (It's all right, 
the account was not raided for this treat). 

Once the bunker group and Group Captain Andy Bacon had joined us, Sam Wright set about 
barkering his way through the many many generously donated raffle prizes. It was all well worth 
it, as over £200 was raised, our best result to date. 

By this now it was well past 13:30, our planned start time, so the serious business of tucking into 
our delicious 3 course lunch and catching up with the news from Association members old and 
new started in earnest. With the clock ticking away and the calorie count climbing, a few words of 
thanks from our Chairman and our President to Andy seemed more than appropriate for such a 
brilliant Summer Social. Andy Bacon kept us all well amused with some choice anecdotes, far 
too controversial to be repeated, from previous meals in the “Historic” or as some would have it, 
Old Dining Room we found ourselves in. 

Other commitments, like running an RAF Station, were now pressing and so our party started to 
say farewells, with pleasant memories of a unique day out for XXIV Squadron Association. It is 
going to be a difficult call to top this years Summer Social but then again they have always 
proved to be “a grand day out”. Till the next time. 

Late News - Summer Social 2014,  


